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Equality Florida

ÅEquality Florida consists of two organizations - Equality Florida 
Institute, Inc., our 501(c)(3) educational charity and Equality Florida 

Action, Inc., our 501(c)(4) advocacy/education organization. Together, 
these organizations form the largest civil rights organization dedicated 

ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴΣ ƎŀȅΣ ōƛǎŜȄǳŀƭΣ 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) community. 



Equality Florida Safe Schools Program

¢ƘŜ {ŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōȅ 
assisting all 67 school districts.

It does so by implementing life-saving, comprehensive best practices for meeting 
the needs of LGBTQ+ students and their families. 

This groundbreaking project, launched in fall of 2016 school year is needed to 
address the still dangerously disproportionate risk that LGBTQ+ students face in 

2017 and beyond.



Why?

Still in 2017, two thirds of school districts in Florida do not have LGBT 
protections in their harassment and discrimination policies.

Equality Florida is working to change that, school district by school 
district, appointment by appointment, with top level district officials 
and Superintendents.

Educating about trends in the state related to LGBTQ youth inclusivity 
and accountability and best practice programs and projects.



School Districts in Attendance

Alachua County 
Public Schools

Brevard Public 
Schools

Bradford County 
Schools

Broward County 
Public Schools

Charlotte County 
Public Schools

Citrus County 
Schools

Collier County 
Public Schools

Duval County 
Public Schools

Escambia County 
School District

Florida Virtual 
School

Hernando County 
District Schools

Hillsborough 
County Public 

Schools

Lake County 
Schools

Leon County 
Schools

Manatee County 
Schools

Marion County 
Schools

Martin County 
School District

Miami-Dade 
County Public 

Schools

Monroe County 
School District

Okeechobee 
County School 

District

Orange County 
Public Schools

Pasco County 
Schools

Pinellas County 
Schools

Polk County Public 
Schools

Putnam county 
School District

Sarasota County 
Schools

School District of 
Lee County

School District of 
Osceola County

School District of 
Palm Beach 

County

Seminole County 
Public Schools

St. Johns County 
School District

St. Lucie County 
School District

North East Florida 
Educational 
Consortium



Breakout Session 10:30am-11:45am

Building Strategic Partnerships: Family and Community Engagement

Side Room (C)

Latest Legal Developments Affecting Florida Concerning Transgender Youth 

Grand Room (A)

Approaches to Embedding LGBTQ Work in Medium Sized Districts - Mini Panel

Youth Room (D)

Transgender & Non-binary Identities: Keeping Trans and Non-binary Youth Safe

Meeting Room (B)



Breakout Session 11am-12:15pm

Faith and Pride: Reconciling Religion and Support for LGBTQ Youth

Side Room (C)

Approaches to Embedding LGBTQ Work in Medium Sized Districts - Mini panel

Youth Room (D)

Teaching Tolerance: Creating an LGBTQ-inclusive Curriculum and School Climate

Meeting Room (B)

Speaking Powerfully About Gender and Orientation in the Face of Disagreement

Grand Room (A)



Welcoming and Opening Remarks
Amy Riggen- School Health Services Program Administrator, Florida 

Department of Health



Amy C. Riggen, BSN, RN

School Health Services Program Administrator

Florida Department of Health

All Together Now ςSecuring Safe Learning

St. Petersburg, FL

February 26, 2019



GROUP PHOTO!



LGB vs Hetero Statistics
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LGBTQ Youth Bringing their Whole 
Selves to School

LGBTQ Youth are 120% more likely to experience 
homelessness. Up to forty percent of the homeless youth 

population identify as LGBTQ. 

What factors do you think contribute to this correlation?
What are the ramifications of homelessness on students?
What resources or services are available in your districts?



LGBTQ+ Professional Development and Best Practices Training

Å Broward: (Ongoing internal professional development)

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists

Å Principals and Assistant Principals

Å

Å Charlotte:

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Spring 2018

Å Middle and High Schools: Fall 2018, Spring 2019

Å

Å Duval: Trained by JASMYN

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2017

Å Educators: (yearly)

Å

Å Hendry:

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2016

Å

Å Hernando:

Å School Counselors and School Social Workers: Spring 2017

Å

Å Hillsborough: 

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2016

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Summer 2016

Å

Å Lee:

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Spring 2018

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Fall 2017

Å

Å Leon: 

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Fall 2016

Å

Å Manatee: 

Å School Counselors: Spring 2019

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2017/Spring 
2018

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Summer 2017

Å

Å Martin: 

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2018

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Summer 2017

Å

Å Miami-Dade: 

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2017

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Fall 2017

Å

Å



Å Okeechobee: 

Å Principals: Spring 2018

Å Educators: Spring 2018

Å Assistant Principals: Fall 2017

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 
2017

Å

Å Orange:

Å School Counselors: Fall 2018

Å Safe Coordinators: Fall 2018

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Spring 
2017

Å

Å Osceola: 

Å GSA Training: Spring 2019

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 
2017/Fall 2018

Å Principals: Spring 2018

Å LGBTQ Point Person: Spring 2018

Å

Å Palm Beach: (ongoing internal professional development)

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists

Å

Å Pasco:

Å School Counselors, School Social Workers, and School Psychologists: Fall 2017, Fall 
2018

Å

Å Pinellas:

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Fall 2017

Å

Å Sarasota:

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Fall 2017

Å

Å Seminole: 

Å School Counselors: Spring 2018

Å School Social Workers: Spring 2017

Å

Å Consortium of Northeast Florida (NEFEC)- 16 small school districts: 

Å School Counselors: Spring 2018

Å Principals and Assistant Principals: Spring 2018

Å

Å Consortium of the Panhandle (PAEC)-15 small school districts:

Å School Counselors: Spring 2018

Å

Å Heartland Consortium- 6 small school districts:

Å Superintendents: Fall 2018

Å

Å

Å

Å



Why Have a GSA?



Wraparound Services



Measures to Find 
Opportunities to 

Increase 



LGBTQ Youth Bringing their Whole 
Selves to School

Intersectionality: A sociological framework that outlines 
how a person may face multiple and intersecting forms 
of oppression simultaneously depending on their race, 

gender, class, orientation, ability, age, etc. 
-KimberleCrenshaw



ά L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ [D.¢v ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
people who actually understand all what you are going 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳέΦ 





Equality Florida Safe Schools Website Menu
Eqfl.org/Safe_Schools



Parent and Community Links


